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YANKEE CLIPPER 
AWARD 

 

FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO 
SQUARE & ROUND DANCING IN NEW ENGLAND 

Nominations for the Yankee Clipper Award for Distinguished Service 

to Square/Round Dancing in New England will be judged upon the 

following 

criteria:  

a. The Nominee shall have been active a minimum of ten years in 
this New England activity. 

b. That during this time the dedicated service to square/round 
dancing has been of an exemplary nature. 

c. That the Nominee is a ‘complete’ person; that is, his/her total life 
brings credit to our activity. 

d. Normally this Award shall be considered a partner award. Service 
and activities of the partner when applicable shall be considered. 

e. Nominations shall be confidential and not discussed with the 
Nominee except as cleared by the Awards Committee in advance 
of such discussion. 

f. There shall be no announcement of the Award Recipient until the 
Award has been made publicly. 

g. The decisions of the Awards Committee are final, binding and not 
subject to review by any other authority. 

h. In making this Award, it shall be understood that the CO-
OPeration Committee is acting for square and round dancers in 
EDSARDA, callers in NECCA, and round dance teachers in  
NECORTA. 

2023 Award Winners: Don and SallyAnn Bachelder, Bernardston, MA 
 

Deadline for nominations - November 30  
Nomination forms can be obtained from:  

Gloria Vivier 
31 North St 
Granby, MA 01033 
(413) 467-3352  
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Denise and Ken  

Carbonell 

General Chairman 

 Denise started square dancing 40 
years ago. She has served on the 
board of almost every club she has 
been a member of holding several 
different positions. In October of 2015 
she attended her first caller’s school 
and started her own square dance 
group in Maine in January of 2016 
with the help of her husband. The 
group is still going strong. She is the 
current Vice Chair of the CALLERLAB 
New Caller Committee. 
     Ken served in the USAF for 23 years 
where he was an aircraft Crew Chief. 
He started square dance lessons in 
2004 and has enjoyed it ever since. 
     Denise & Ken were married at a 
Square Dance in North Carolina where 
they were living at that time. Their 
wedding cake topper were square 
dance figures. 

Sheila Moody 

Vice Chairman 

 

Sheila started square dancing in 
1980, with the Littleton Sixteen 
Footers SDC, in Littleton, Massa-
chusetts and served on the 
board until the club folded in the 
early 2000's.  She served on the 
North Shore Square Dance Con-
vention Committee in 1998 and 
1999. She also served as vice 
president and treasurer of 
NSSARDA.  Sheila is currently 
President of the Square Dance 
Foundation of New England as 
well as President for Nubble 
Lighthouse Keepers Square 
Dance club in Wells, Maine. 
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Barbara and Mike began danc-

ing 30 years ago in Massachu-

setts. We were angels once we 

could dance and supported 

our club by serving in multiple 

offices. After attending a num-

ber of conventions we served 

at the National Convention in 

Springfield in hospitality and at 

NESRDC Conventions in Rhode 

Island as registration. When 

we retired and moved to 

Maine we were welcomed by 

the square dance community 

here . 

Mike and Barbara  

Mangion 

Dancer Registration 

Irene Coon 

      Treasurer 

I started square dancing on Cape 

Cod in 2007, and it is by far the 

best activity! When I moved to 

Maine in 2009, I had an instant 

community and have made the 

best friends through square danc-

ing. Having run a bookkeeping ser-

vice for small businesses for 35 

years has prepared me well for the 

NESCRC committee treasurer  

position.  
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Al Hipkins  

and Roberta Beal 

Signs & Maps 

Al and Roberta started danc-
ing together in 2005 and have 
been active square and round 
dancers since. Al started call-
ing in 2006 and cueing 2014 
and is currently a travelling 
caller/cuer and the club caller 
for two clubs in Maine. The 
square and round dance com-
munity has enriched their 
lives with great dancing, won-
der travel opportunities, and 
life-long friendships.    

Steve & Steph Dionne 

Hospitality Chairman 

We are relatively new “Mainers”, 

since we retired in Maine in 2021. 

We love square (and round) danc-

ing and have become active in sev-

eral areas. We worked on the Na-

tional Square Dance Convention 

committee in Springfield, MA, we 

served as General Chairman for 

the 58th & 59th NESRDC and we 

were registration Chairman for the 

convention 2 years ago in Hyannis. 

We have also been active at the 

club level, having served as Chair-

man for our club, Treasurer and 

Program coordinator.  
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Judy and Lou Morin 

Secretary 

Mike and Melissa Dusoe 

Square Dance Caller  

Coordinator 

Mike and Melissa have made their 

home in Chelsea, Maine with their 

two sons.  They travel all over 

New England calling at dances of 

all square-dancing levels.  Mike 

and Melissa started dancing in 

2003 when Mikey, their oldest 

son, was just 6 days old.  They 

took a short break when their 

boys were young.  Mike calls at 

Friendship Squares and Squire 

Town Squares as well as 

“Mitchell’s Advanced Square 

Dance Addicts Club/Crew” week-

ly.  Mike and Melissa have orga-

nized and scheduled all the callers 

for the 65th &66th NESRDC  

conventions.  

We started Square Dancing 15 
years ago. We quickly grew to 
love dancing and the communi-
ty involved with it. Soon after 
we also took up Round Dancing. 
We have been involved in our 
local clubs Mix N Mingle, Alfred 
Square & Round Dancers, and 
Nubble Lighthouse Keepers. The 
best part of square dancing is 
the wonderful friends that we 
have made in the past 15 years. 
We dance 2-3 times per week. 
Though we have attended many 
conventions, this is the first one 
where we have been on the 
committee.  
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Marilyn Rivenburg and 

Phil Gatchell 
Round Dance Cuer Coordinator 

Marilyn and Phil are Maine 

round dance cuers. They give 

round dance workshops and 

are cuers at multiple dances 

locally.  They are a wonderful 

addition to our 65th and 

66th NESRDC committees. 

Dean Giffin 

And Cindi LaPlante 

Camping 

Dean square danced growing up 
until his young family needs took 
over and he stepped away to be a 
father. He came back to dancing in 
2010 with Happy Time Squares. 
Cyndi got her first class in square 
dancing in NY in 1986, but a career 
change kept her from finishing the 
class. In 2010 after seeing an ad 
for Happy Time Squares, she gave 
it another try and she and Dean 
have been dance partners ever 
since. Cyndi is a ballroom dancer 
and she and Dean started round 
dancing in 2013. They are current-
ly President and Vice President of 
Happy Time Squares. 
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Neil & Cindy Hawley 

Photographer 

Rick Powell 

Web Coordinator 

We started square dancing in 

2001 with SAGE in Brunswick, 

Maine and continue to dance 

with them.  We moved to Virgin-

ia in 2010 for a job and returned 

to Maine in 2018.  We didn’t 

dance much while we were living 

in Virginia but did return to New 

England several times to dance 

while living in Virginia.  I started 

the Maine Square Dance Web 

Site in 2007 to maintain the 

State wide schedule.  I’ve since 

added a page for all the active 

clubs and kept in touch with 

Maine square dancers since I still 

maintain all of their web pages.  

As a photographer Neil got 

his start in 1973 with an SLR 

camera while serving with 

the Marines in Okinawa. 

Neil has been a part time 

professional photographer 

ever since. Neil loves to be 

behind the camera shooting 

nature, portraits and events 

including several Square 

Dance Conventions and 

Camp and Dance Week-

ends. Smile. . 
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George started dancing in 

2010 at Swinging Bears in 

South Paris with Al Hipkins 

calling.  George is currently 

secretary for Friendship 

Squares in New Sharon and 

has also been a member of 

Sage in Brunswick and 

Mount Washington Stomp-

ers in North Conway, NH.   

Milt and Charlotte  

Sinclair 

Program Booklet 

Milt and Charlotte were 

dairy farmers in Central 

Maine for nearly 40 years, 

In 2013 they started 

square dancing and have 

loved every chance they 

get to dance.  Milt is cur-

rently President of Friend-

ship Squares. “The dancing 

is wonderful and the peo-

ple we have met are amaz-

ing.  We love the fun and 

we love the really great 

friends we have made”. 

George Gibson 

Hall Chairman 
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Jayne Flanagan 

Auditor 
(not pictured) 

Jayne has been square and round dancing for about 13 years, 

starting at Mix n Mingle SDC with Kip and Linda Moulton. I have 

served as the club’s President and Treasurer. Currently, I com-

pose and distribute our dance posters and notices, our hand-

book for new class members, and am the facilities liaison with 

the School department. I have enjoyed dancing and new friends 

throughout Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and online. 
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